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FINDINGS  OF  A  CONFERENCE  ON  RURAL  WORK  HELD  UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  COUNCIL  AT  NAGPUR, INDIA,  ON  SEPTEMBER  25  and  26,  1934 

Introductory 

1.  llie  Conference  took  the  form  of  an  enlarged  meeting  of  the  National  Christian  Council  Committee  on 
Rural  Work.  The  Rev.  J.  Z.  Hodge  was  elected  Chairman,  and  the  Rev.  A.  T.  Fishman,  Minute  Secretary  of  the 
Conference. 

2.  In  a  brief  opening  statement  the  Chairman  drew  attention  to: 

(a)  The  need  to  arouse  among  missions  and  churches  a  deeper  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  well-being  of 
the  rureil  community. 

(b)  The  need  to  conserve,  as  far  as  possible,  those  Christian  activities  that  bear  helpfully  on  the  economic 
life  of  the  people  and  are  now  menaced  by  policies  of  retrenchment. 

(c)  The  need  to  train  men  and  women  for  ruxal  service. 

3.  Indicating  the  widespread  interest  in  the  Conference,  messages  of  greeting  were  read  from  friends  far 
and  near.  These  included;  Dr.  K,  l.  Butterfield  of  the  International  Missionary  Council;  Dr.  T.  Kag&wa  of 
Japan;  Miss  Caton  of  the  Indian  Village  Welfare  Association;  Mr.  F.  L.  Brayne;  Dr.  Julius  Flichter,  and 

Mr.  J.  H.  Relsner  of  the  Agricxiltural  Missions  Foundation,  Inc.,  New  York. 

4.  Bishop  G.  J.  Lapp,  Convener  of  the  N.C.  Committee  on  Rural  Work,  submitted  a  full  and  stimulating  Re¬ 
port  of  Progress,  covering  the  activities  of  the  Committee  during  the  last  eighteen  months  and  reviewing  the 
rural  situation  as  a  whole.  It  was  agreed  that  this  record  should  be  amplified  in  consultation  with  Pro¬ 
vincial  Christian  Councils  and  published  in  due  course. 

5.  The  Conference  worked  to  a  carefully  prepared  agenda  and  while  the  discussions  took  a  wide  range 
they  were  always  relevant.  The  delegates  spoke  from  personal  experience  of  work  in  hand.  A  good  example  of 
progress  reported  was  the  account  given  of  the  rural  extension  efforts  begun,  and  contemplated,  by  the  students 
and  staff  of  Hislop  College,  Nagpur,  in  a  village  near  the  city.  This  is  typical  of  similar  efforts  in  other 
colleges.  The  Conference  noted:  there  is  a  rising  tide  of  interest  in  rural  life  and  welfare  and  the  peasant 
himself  is  on  the  march;  the  unit  plan  of  action,  outlined  by  Dr.  Butterfield,  is  finding  increasing  favour 

as  a  working  policy;  Government  and  other  powerful  agencies  are  active  over  a  wide  front  and  missions  and 
churches  barely  keep  pace  with  the  general  march  of  progress;  the  action  of  the  Punjab  Government  in  setting  up 
a  Department  of  Rural  Reconstruction  under  the  able  and  experienced  direction  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Brayne  is  a  notable 
step  forward;  the  tendency  to  regard  rural  uplift  as  something  tacked  on  to  the  main  missionary  enterprise  stlH 
lingers,  but  the  conviction  is  growing  that  as  India  is  predominantly  rural  the  Christian  cause  must  take  on 
a  more  definitely  rural  bias;  unemployment  in  the  Christian  communily  is  becoming  a  grave  issue;  the  problem  of 
self-support  in  the  rural  church  calls  for  improved  economic  and  health  conditions;  the  educational  needs  of  ths 
village  demand  more  and  better  schools  and  a  sufficiency  of  trained  teachers;  rural  reconstruction  on  the  \mit 
plan  should  not  be  lightly  tmdertaken;  it  is  a  concerted  Christian  endeavour  to  tackle  the  rural  problon  as  a 
whole  by  renewing  the  heart  of  the  village  and  rebuilding  its  broken  outer  courts  after  the  mind  of  Christ, 
and  it  requires,'  therefore,  trained  and  consecrated  workers,  both  men  and  women,  who  will  give  their  lives  to 
this  service.  At  the  close  of  the  day  the  Conference  declared  its  faith  that  rural  reconstruction,  done  in  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  is  evangelism  of  the  highest  order. 

The  Findings  that  follow  svun  up  the  mind  of  the  Conference  on  the  main  issues  discussed;  but  they  caimot 
reflect  the  fine  spirit  of  courage  and  resolve  that  marked  the  attitude  of  the  delegates. 

I.  The  Place  of  the  Church  in  Rural  Reconstruction 

The  Conference  re-af firms  the  statement  made  at  the  Poona  Conference  of  1930  that  "rural  uplift  is  of  the 
very  essence  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  and  therefore  an  integral  part  of  the  Christian  Message."  Its  warrant  and 
inspiration  come  from  Jesus  Christ  himself,  who  had  compassion  on  the  multitude  because  they  were  like  sheep 
without  a  shepherd, and  who  said  "Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  these  my  brethren  ye  did  it  unto  me."  The 
Conference  holds  that  nothing  less  than  Christian  character — the  spirit  of  Christ  finding  expression  in  con¬ 
secrated  personalities — is  adequate  to  the  renewal  and  reconditioning  of  rural  life.  The  life  of  Christ  is 
incarnated  in  the  church,  which  he  foimded  to  give  effect  to  his  will  and  purpose,  and  through  which  the  abundsit 
life  he  came  to  give  is  mediated.  It  follows  therefore  that  "the  place  of  the  church  must  be  central"  in  the 
Christian  conception  of  rural  reconstruction.  To  this  Conference  a  church,  purified  and  set  free,  strong  to 
serve  for  Christ's  sake  and  reaching  out  to  that  ever  widening  fellowship  which  He  called  the  Kingdom  of  God,  is 
\inder  God,  the  goal  of  Christian  rural  reconstruction.  Thus  interpreted,  the  church  is  the  end  as  it  is  the 
means  of  this  enterprise. 

The  Conference  holds  that  Christian  rural  service  is  alike  the  expression  of  the  church's  faith  and  life 
and  the  fuii’ilment  of  her  Christian  duty.  It  is  the  "outreach  of  Christ"  and  a  witness  to  the  reality  of  His 
power  in  the  lives  of  His  disciples.  The  Conference  rejoices  in  the  evidence  provided  by  the  Mass  Movement 
Study  that  vital  Christianity  improves  the  material  as  well  as  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  people  among  whom 
it  operates;  but  it  feels  that  the  church  has  not  sufficiently  recognised  her  responsibility  for  the  economic 
well-being  of  masses  of  village  Christians  whose  poverty  and  helplessness  are  a  menace  to  the  effectiveness  of 
the  Christian  witness.  Rural  reconstruction  is  a  way  whereby  the  church  can  implement  her  Christian  duty  to  the 
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poor  and  needy  among  her  own  people.  Moreover,  by  raising  the  economic  level  of  village  Christians  the  cause 
of  self-support  is  advanced  and  the  rural  church  enabled  to  taice  up  more  effectively  her  unfinished  task  of 
carrying  the  Gospel  to  others. 

While  recognising  that  the  church's  primary  rural  duty  is  to  "the  household  of  faith,"  the  Conference  holds 
that  it  must  not  end  there.  To  do  good  to  all  men  is  a  Christian  Imperative.  It  therefore  urges  that  Indian 
Christian  leaders  and  missionaries  should  align  themselves  with  other  workers  and  other  movements  that  are 
seeking  the  good  of  the  rural  people  as  a  whole.  It  believes  that  the  Christian  community  can  render  a  \anique 
service  to  rural  Indlaj  it  also  believes  that  in  sharing  with  others  the  tasks  of  common  citizenship  its  own 
life  will  be  enlarged  and  enriched. 

With  these  considerations  in  mind  the  Conference  urges  missions  and  churches  to  pay  more  earnest  heed  to 
the  claims  of  the  rural  people  and  formulate  definite  plans  for  advance.  In  this  connection,  it  endorses  the 
view  of  the  Poona  Conference  that  the  rural  reconstruction  unit  method,  as  outlined  by  Dr.  Butterfield  and 
accepted  by  the  National  Christian  Covmcil,  offers  "the  most  natural  and  practical'  plan  for  the  expression  of 
Christian  ideals  and  the  building  of  a  new  rural  community  life."  Rural  reconstruction  is  of  the  being,  as  it 
is  of  the  well-being,  of  the  Christian  enterprise. 

II .  The  Contribution  of  Missions  and  Churches  to  Rural  Reconstruction 


The  Conference  gratefully  acknowledges  the  splendid  rural  work  done  by  missions  and  chiirches  in  the  past, 
and  recognizes  that  the  rural  Econstruction  unit  policy  is  intended  to  carry  on  and  extend  work  already  well 
begun  andlong  established  in  many  areas.  It  notes  with  satisfaction  the  many  and  varied  efforts  now  on  foot 
and  the  continued  development  of  interest  in  this  work;  but  it  would  urge  that  this  is  but  the  beginning  of  the 
new  awakening  and  advance  that  is  required.  A  new  emphasis  is  needed.  India  is  predominantly  rural  and  this 
Conference  appeals  to  missions  and  churches  to  give  a  place  to  rural  reconstruction  commensurate  with  its 
importance  in  their  prayers  and  policies,  and  to  regard  this  as  a  field  for  the  employment  of  their  best  re¬ 
sources  in  personnel  and  finance.  These  are  difficult  times  for  the  Christian  peasant  and  difficult  therefore 
for  the  rural  church.  The  seriousness  of  the  situation  is  accentuated  by  the  rise  in  unemployment.  The  Con¬ 
ference  views  with  apprehension  the  menace  of  retrenchment  to  mission  and  church  activities,  such  as  agricul¬ 
tural  and  industrial  enterprises, that  bear  helpfully  on  the  life  and  work  of  the  rural  church,  and  expresses 
the  earnest  hope  that  these  may  be  conserved. 

III.  The  Need  for  Publicity 

1.  The  Conference  was  impressed  by  the  valuable  and  comprehensive  Report  submitted  by  the  Convener  of 
the  N.C.C.  Committee  on  Rural  Work,  and  agreed  that,  on  the  basis  of  this  Report,  a  fuller  stateme^it  should  be 
prepared  setting  out  in  more  detail  the  varied  rural  enterprises  now  carried  on  by  missions  and  chiirches,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  review  of  the  situation  as  a  whole.  The  Convener  indicated  that  funds  for  the  publication  of 
such  a  document  are  likely  to  be  made  available.  It  was  suggested  that  the  compilation  of  this  up-to-date  and 
authoritative  record  might  usefully  be  undertaken  in  collaboration  with  the  Provincial  Christian  Coxmcils. 

The  Conference  therefore  recommends  that  the  N.C.C.  shovild  be  asked  to  take  steps  for  the  preparation  of  such 
a  Report  and  suggests  that  the  work  might  be  done  by  the  Committee  on  Rural  Work  in  association  with  the 
Secretaries  of  the  N.C.C. 

2.  It  was  further  agreed  that  a  Manual  for  the  guidance  of  rural  woikers  was  urgently  needed.  Such  a 
volume  giving  in  compact  form  necessary  information  relating  to  the  various  branches  of  iniral  work  would  be  of 
great  value.  It  should  be  prepared  in  English  in  the  first  instance  with  a  view  to  translation  later  into 
different  languages.  The  Conference  recommends  that  the  task  of  preparing  this  Manual  shouH  be  entrusted  to 
Mr.  J.  L.  Goheen  in  collaboration  with  the  Secretaries  of  the  N.C.C. 

S.  It  was  felt  that  rural  work  should  receive  greater  publicity  than  it  does  at  present,  in  order  that 
methods,  achievements  and  failures  might  be  made  more  widely  known  for  the  benefit  of  workers  throughout  the 
country.  The  Conference  therefore  agrees  that  every  opportunity  afforded  by  the  religious  and  secular  press 
for  the  circulation  of  mral  news  and  views  should  be  utilised  to  the  full. 

IV.  The  Economic  Situation 

1.  The  Indian  peasant  is  enclosed  in  a  vicious  circle  which  it  is  impossible  to  pierce  at  a  single 
point j  he  will  only  be  freed  by  a  sustained  attack  all  round  the  circumference.  Missionary  societies  would  do 
well  therefore,  to  consider  the  possibility  of  organising  Cooperative  Village  Welfare  Societies,  after  the 
manner  of  the  "Better  Living  Societies"  of  the  Punjab,  or  the  Cooperative  Societies  founded  on  the  whole 
village  plan  started  in  Bihar  and  Orissa  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  freeir^g  the  peasant  from  indebtedness, 
but  for  effecting  an  all  round  improvement  in  his  economic  status.  A  number  of  contiguous  village  welfare 
societies  could  be  built  into  a  Rural  Reconstruction  Unit.  The  Conference  entered  the  caution  that  such 
societies  should  be  started  only  after  careful  study  sind  thorough  preparation  both  on  the  part  of  the  pro¬ 
moters  and  the  prospective  members,  and  that  the  emphasis  should  be  laid  on  business  rattnr  than  philanthropy. 

2.  The  Value  of  Farm  Colonies.  Where,  on  account  of  legal  disabilities,  economic  weakness,  or  general 
social  depression,  the  members  of  the  rural  Christian  community  are  unable  to  hold  land,  the  plan  of  colonizing 
should  be  triedj  but  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  suitable 
settlers  and  that  adequate  arrangements  for  thorough  supervision  of  the  work  should  be  made.  The  ends  to  be 
served  are  the  building  up  of  Christian  character  and  the  giving  of  stability  to  the  lives  of  the  settlers.  Ths 
Conference  was  of  opinion  that  lack  of  careful  selection  and  adequate  supervision  were  two  of  the  basic  causes 
for  the  frequent  failure  of  farm  colonies. 
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3.  Support  of  the  Christian  Ministry.  The  question  of  the  support  of  the  ministry  is  one  that  calls  for 
serious  consideration  by  the  churches.  The  Conference  suggests  that  much  might  be  learned  from  such  indigenous 
methods  of  support  as  are  in  use  in  the  Syrian  Chxirch,  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Pxinjab  and  in  the 
Churches  of  Korea  that  have  adopted  the  "Nevius  Method."  It  thinks  that  the  practices  that  pertain  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  Hinduism  and  Mohammedanism  in  contrast  to  the  regular  salary  method,  often  adopted  from  the  West,  might 
well  be  studied.  It  also  calls  attention  to  the  "Lord's  Acre  Movement"  in  America,  which  seeks  to  persuade 
farmers  to  devote  a  definite  portion  of  their  work  and  produce  to  the  service  of  the  church.  In  every  country 
the  farmer  is  the  steward  of  the  soil. 


V.  The  Training  of  Rural  ^^orkers 

1.  The  Conference  regards  the  training  of  workers  as  a  fundamental  issue.  It  emphasizes  the  necessity  of 
securing  the  services  of  educated  men  and  women  for  the  naral  community  and  expresses  the  opinion  that  without 
their  help,  rural  reconstruction  units,  or  any  other  form  of  rural  service,  will  be  seriously  hampered.  It 
therefore  re-echoes  the  call  issued  by  the  Poona  Conference  to  educated  young  men  and  women  of  virile  Christian 
character  to  take  up  rural  work.  In  this  connection  it  has  heard  with  great  gratification  of  the  Rural  Service 
Union  inaugurated  by  the  Student  Christieua  Association,  under  whose  inspiration  no  less  than  75  students  have 
offered  themselves,  and,  in  some  cases,  are  preparing  themselves  for  rural  service.  The  Conference  expresses 
the  hope  that  every  help  and  encouragement  will  be  given  to  this  movement  by  missions  and  churches  and,  wherever 
possible,  openings  made  by  which  men  and  women  who  have  heard  the  call  may  be  enabled  to  bring  their  gifts  into 
the  service  of  the  rural  community. 

2.  Training  Centres.  Since  it  is  of  primary  importance  that  proper  training  should  be  made  available  for 
those  who  are  to  take  up  rural  work, the  Conference  notes  with  pleasure  that  such  training  is  now  being  provided 
at  various  centres,  notably  Martandam,  Ramanathapuram,  Katpadi,  Sangli,  Allahabad,  Pyinmana,  Vadala  and  Gosaba. 
The  ideal  of  the  Conference  is  that  each  language  area  should  have  one,  or  more  of  such  centres.  It  recommends 
that  where  regular  courses  for  rural  workers  have  not  been  established,  a  beginning  might  be  made  witli  short 
courses,  which  at  the  outset  would  be  of  an  experimental  character,  giving  instruction  and  practice  in  rural 
reconstruction  work  to  college  students,  mission  workers,  or  those  who,  in  any  capacity,  are  in  a  position  to 
take  up  such  service. 

3.  Necessity  of  a  Rural  Bias.  Apart  from  the  question  of  teaching  courses,  the  Conference  feels  that 
wherever  possible  a  rural  location  should  be  secured  for  all  training  institutions  that  are  preparing  ministers, 
teachers  and  other  workers  primarily  for  service  in  rural  areas. 

4.  Selection  of  Candidates  for  Training.  In  connection  with  training  institxitions  and  their  courses  the 
Conference  stresses  the  necessity  of  care  in  the  selection  of  candidates  for  training.  It  urges  that,  as  far  as 
possible,  institutions  should  make  their  selection  through  the  churches,  for  whose  service  the  workers  are  to  be 
trained. 


VI.  Rural  Education 

1.  Good  progress  is  being  made  in  primary  and  middle  schools  but,  so  far, few  high  schools  have  been 
successful  in  giving  an  adequate  rural  bias  to  their  courses.  The  Conference  therefore  reco2?ds  with  pleasure 
the  progress  made  in  this  connection  at  such  places  as  Pasumalai,  Nellore,  Ushagram,  Kharar,  Gooty  and  Dhamtari, 
and  notes  with  satisfaction  the  growing  interest  in  this  matter,  the  importance  of  which  it  urges  on  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  missions  and  churches. 

2.  Reference  was  made  to  literature  that  was  likely  to  be  of  service  and  special  mention  was  made  of 
"Ihe  House  of  the  People"  in  ?diich  a  type  of  rural  education  is  described  that  seems  eminently  suitable  for 
Indian  conditions.  Attention  was  ailso  drawn  to  the  Scripture  Course,  entitled  "The  ^'•ew  Light"  prepared  by 

W.  M.  Rybum  and  E.  L.  King.  This  course  is  based  on  Indian  rural  needs  and  is  being  recommended  to  the  pub¬ 
lishing  houses  for  their  consideration. 

3.  The  Conference  urges  that  all  educational  and  training  institutions  should  lay  stress  on  certain  points 
and  practices  that  are  fundamental  in  rural  Econstruction.  These  would  include  the  habit  of  thrift,  training 
in  the  use  and  care  of  money  (including  the  reduction  of  expenses  in  marriages  and  other  social  ceremonies),  the 
ambition  for  a  healthy  independence,  and  the  spirit  of  cooperation  in  all  its  constructive  Implications. 

4.  The  Conference  cordially  recognises  the  value  of  Scouting  and  Guiding  in  the  work  of  lairal  uplift  and 
urges  missions  and  churches  to  encoiarage  and  utilise  these  organizations  in  every  possible  way. 

5.  The  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  broadcasting  will  be  a  potent  factor  in  the  rural  education  of  the 
future,  and  congratvilates  Dr.  Higginbottom  and  the  authorities  of  the  Agricultural  Institute,  Allahabad,  on 
their  enterprise  in  taking  the  initiative  in  this  regard. 

VII.  The  Health  of  the  Village 

1.  The  Conference  recommends  the  study  of  the  section  in  the  Poona  Conference  Report  entitled  "Health 
Service,"  together  with  the  articles  in  the  text  and  appendices  of  the  Handbook  of  the  Christian  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation  (The  Ministiy  of  Healing  in  India.)  The  latter  contains  a  plan  and  estimate  of  a  medical  health  ser¬ 
vice  for  a  group  of  villages  comprised  in  a  Rural  Reconstruction  Unit. 

2.  Health  Work.  The  Conference  agrees  that  the  first  requisite  is  tredned,  devoted  doctors  and  nurses, 
and  urges  upon  the  Christian  Medical  Association  to  give  increasing  attention  to  training  for  more  strictly 
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rural  medical  service.  To  this  end  a  special  course  in  hygiene  and  public  health  is  advisable. 

The  Conference  further  approves  the  training  of  village  workers  and  chosen  people  in  the  villages  in 
rendering  simple  medical  aid  and  in  the  practical  application  of  sanitation,  imder  supervision,  and  especially 
the  training  of  women  in  first  aid,  in  midwifery  and  in  the  care  of  children,  and  by  encouraging  suitable  women 
to  take  dai's  training.  Missionaries  and  others  in  charge  of  rural  work  should  invite  the  cooperation  of  local 
medical  missionaries  in  such  work. 

As  most  of  the  scourges  that  affect  the  villages  are  preventable,  and  prevention  depends  more  on  the  prac¬ 
tical  application  of  hygiene  than  on  the  administration  of  medicines,  this  constitutes  a  challenge  to  the 

Christian  Medical  Association,  Christian  rural  workers  and  the  people  in  the  villages  themselves.  In  cariying 

out  health  measures  in  the  village,  the  work  shovild  be  based  on  a  survey  and  carried  out  on  the  principle  of 
self-help  both  in  labour  and  money.  The  Conference  endorses  the  view  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Brayne  that  self-help  must 

be  the  villager’s  motto  not  only  in  thinking,  writing  and  organizing,  but  in  paying  as  well.  "To  the  dignity 

of  labour  must  be  added  the  dignity  of  payment." 

The  Conference  believes  that  the  Ministry  of  Healing  should  be  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  Church  and  that 
spiritual  enrichment  results  when  this  is  recognized  and  given  effect  to. 

VIII.  The  Family  and  the  Home 

1.  The  Conference  holds  with  the  Jei^salem  Statement  on  Missions  and  Rural  -Problems  that  "if  a  community 
is  to  be  built  up  it  should  build  itself  up."  This  gives  to  the  family  and  the  home  a  peculiar  significance, 
for  it  is  here  the  race  is  conserved  and  character  nurtured.  VJhat  is  of  permanent  value  in  Indian  family 
systems  should  be  conserved j  but  the  Christian  rural  reformer  will  put  first  the  renewal  of  the  life  of  the 
family  and  make  it  the  basal  factor  of  the  commualty  life.  In  this  realm  woman  is  the  chief  builder,  and  it  is 
all  important  that  her  position  should  be  magnified  and  strengthened.  There  is  much  truth  in  the  well  known 
saying  of  Mr,  F.  L.  Brayne:  "Train  the  women  and  the  village  will  uplift  itself."  Herein  lies  the  call  to 
renewed  efforts  for  female  education.  The  cooperation  of  informed  village  women  is  essential  to  the  successful 
carrying  out  of  any  adequate  scheme  of  rural  reconstruction. 

2.  The  Question  of  Housing.  The  Conference  draws  attention  to  the  seriousness  of  the  housing  problem  in 
the  Indian  village  and  urges  upon  missions  and  churches,  ^dio  are  in  a  position  to  do  so,  to  make  provision  for 
the  building  of  better  houses  as  such  provision  bears  directly  on  the  physical,  social  and  spiritual  health  of 
the  home.  In  this  connection  it  welcomes  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  by  various  Christian  bodies  to  work 
out  plans  for  simple,  suitable  and  inexpensive  dwellings,  e.g. ,Ushagrara  in  Bengal;  and  it  feels  that  here  is  a 
field  in  which  greater  experiment  might  be  made. 

5.  The  Economics  of  the  Village  Home.  The  Conference  recommends  that  a  definite  effort  should  be  made  at 
the  instance  of  missions  and  churches  to  make  a  study  of  the  village  home  and  Its  economics,  with  a  view  to  sug¬ 
gesting  ways  that  will  lead  to  better  conditions.  Appreciative  reference  was  made  to  the  action  of  Madras 
Christian  College  in  granting  scholarships  to  Indian  Christian  women. 

4.  The  Conference  records  its  conviction  that  in  the  Christian  home,  the  centre  and  symbol  of  happy, 
healthy,  family  life,  the  Church  of  Christ  makes  its  most  distinctive  contribution  to  the  renewing  and  upbxiild- 
Ing  of  life  in  rural  India. 


IX.  The  Work  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Brayne.  I.C.S. 

• 

The  Conference  pays  grateful  tribute  to  the  work  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Brayne,  I.C.S,,  whose  creative  ideas  and 
fearless  pioneer  efforts  in  the  field  of  rural  reconstruction  have  been  an  inspiration  and  guide  to  rural  workers 
all  over  India.  It  congratulates  the  Government  of  the  Prinjab  on  its  enterprise  in  creating  a  Department  of 
Rural  Reconstruction  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Brayne  and  wishes  this  far  sighted  venture  the  success  it  well 
deserves. 


X.  The  Unfinished  Task 


Hopeful  and  encouraging  as  were  the  many  evidences  emerging  during  the  discussions  of  the  widening  front  in 
mral  service  the  Conference  was  conscious  of  a  deepening  feeling  that  the  desperate  needs  of  the  situation  had 
not  yet  been  fully  fathomed  by  the  Christian  forces  as  a  whole.  Much  educational  spade  work  has  yet  to  be  done; 
the  will  to  experiment  calls  for  reinforcement;  the  city  must  go  out  to  meet  Ihe  village  not  in  condecension  but 
in  honour  preferring  the  other;  the  church  must  be  more  mindful  of  her  rural  heritage  and  its  obligations.  But 
while  the  unfinished  task  loomed  large  the  vision  of  the  City  of  God  became  clearer,  and  in  the  closing  act  of 
the  Conference  the  delegates  dedicated  their  lives  afresh  to  Him  who  holds  the  keys  of  the  City. 


J.  Z.  Hodge 
Chairman 


